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Today my name is colorful
Yesterday my name was dead souls
Tomorrow my name will be lively spirits

Today my name is colorful
Yesterday my name was dead souls
Tomorrow my name will be lively spiritsTomorrow my name will be lively spirits
I think my name is fire
The police think my name is burden

Tomorrow my name will be lively spirits
I think my name is fire
The police think my name is burdenp y
My parents think my name is symphony
Secretly I know my name is anything I want 

it to be
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My parents think my name is symphony
Secretly I know my name is anything I want 

it to beit to be.it to be.



Mommy What’s a Poetry Slam?Mommy What’s a Poetry Slam?Mommy What s a Poetry Slam?Mommy What s a Poetry Slam?
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What is the Youth Poetry Slam What is the Youth Poetry Slam y
League?
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What were the goals of the Youth Poetry What were the goals of the Youth Poetry 
Slam League?Slam League?

To encourage students to see the reading and To encourage students to see the reading and u g u g
writing of literature as tools for lifelong success.
To exploit MS students love of competition with 
an engaging and exciting program
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strengthening of their literacy skills.
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outlets.
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literature, and to provide alternate and positive 
outlets.



How did the program work?How did the program work?How did the program work?How did the program work?

The YPSL ran as both a  school hours The YPSL ran as both a  school hours The YPSL ran as both a  school hours 
and OST program.  
Practicing poets came to the schools 
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Lesson Planning for YPSLLesson Planning for YPSLgg
YPSL workshops are aligned with MS standards, 
and teachers aligned them with their lesson plans.
S  MS ELA t d d  f  th  k h  h  
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Are We Having Fun Yet? Are We Having Fun Yet? 
(Where’s the slam?)(Where’s the slam?)

The initial fun in preparing for slams rests The initial fun in preparing for slams rests he n t al fun n prepar ng for slams rests 
in the practicing poets and the enthusiasm 
and innovation they bring to the classroom
NOBODY slams is or is chosen for the 
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We Have Our Team!We Have Our Team!We Have Our Team!We Have Our Team!

Once students decide on their team   Once students decide on their team   Once students decide on their team,  
(all interested students are on the 
team  no participating student is 
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SlamiteracySlamiteracySlamiteracySlamiteracy
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of accomplished slam performers  such as 
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Slam Day!Slam Day!Slam Day!Slam Day!
Teams are brought together for a pre-
performance meal.
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Pre-game meet and fellowshipPre-game meet and fellowshipPre game meet and fellowship
All teams receive the same prize
Teachers  Poetry tutors  judges  slam 
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Grand SlamGrand SlamGrand SlamGrand Slam
After regular league play is completed  After regular league play is completed  After regular league play is completed, 
students participate in the poetry 
equivalent of “March Madness”
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Youth Poetry League HighlightsYouth Poetry League HighlightsYouth Poetry League HighlightsYouth Poetry League Highlights
Fun weekly reading and writing workshop!Fun weekly reading and writing workshop!Fun weekly read ng and wr t ng workshop!
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having fun!
Chance to compete and represent school!

Fun weekly read ng and wr t ng workshop!
Strengthening of literacy skills while 
having fun!
Chance to compete and represent school!Chance to compete and represent school!
Opportunity for self-expression and 
recognition!

Chance to compete and represent school!
Opportunity for self-expression and 
recognition!g
Chance to meet other young writers!
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Resources for Schools and Resources for Schools and 
ProvidersProviders

District of Columbia Area Writing ProjectDistrict of Columbia Area Writing ProjectDistrict of Columbia Area Writing Project
Sol y Soul
DC WritersCorps

District of Columbia Area Writing Project
Sol y Soul
DC WritersCorps
Slam Your Stress
American Poetry Museum
DC C ti W iti W k h

Slam Your Stress
American Poetry Museum
DC C ti W iti W k hDC Creative Writing WorkshopDC Creative Writing Workshop
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Won’t You Celebrate With MeWon’t You Celebrate With Me

won't you celebrate with me
what i have shaped intowhat i have shaped into
a kind of life? i had no model.
born in babylon
both nonwhite and womanboth nonwhite and woman
what did i see to be except myself?
i made it up
here on this bridge betweeng
starshine and clay,
my one hand holding tight
my other hand; come celebrate
with me that everyday
something has tried to kill me
and has failed.


