
TODAY’S NEWS A Report Card for the Presidential Candidates

It’s almost report-card time. If you’re getting
all A’s and B’s — and we’re sure you are! —
you don’t have to worry about what people
will think of your grades 40 years from now. 

But that’s what the 2008 presidential
candidates are doing. The Associated Press

asked announced candidates to name
their best and worst grades or subjects in
school. English, civics and history came
out on top. Science, French and music —
well, let’s just say a little more time in the
library might have helped.

DEMOCRATS
Delaware Senator Joseph R. Biden Jr. — Favorite subject: American jurisprudence (law). Least favorite: contracts (law).
New York Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton — “I always loved history and got good grades, but I never did well at math.”
Connecticut Senator Christopher J. Dodd — Best subject: U.S. history. Worst: no answer.
Former North Carolina senator John Edwards — Best: English. Worst: chemistry.
Ohio Representative Dennis J. Kucinich — Best: English. Worst: biology.
Illinois Senator Barack Obama — Graduated with honors from law school. Got a D in eighth-grade French.
New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson — A in spelling, F in music.

REPUBLICANS
Kansas Senator Sam Brownback — Best: agricultural economy. Worst: music.
Former New York mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani — Best: constitutional law and contracts. Worst: tax law.
Former Arkansas governor Mike Huckabee — A+ in debate, C in ninth-grade algebra.
California Representative Duncan Hunter — Favorite: contract law. Worst: no answer.
Arizona Senator John McCain — “I never got good grades.”
Former Massachusetts governor Mitt Romney — A to F. “Fortunately, I got more A’s than F’s.”
Colorado Representative Tom Tancredo — A+ in high school civics. Failed high school French.

My puppy school

report card — 

Best subject:

chewing. 

Worst: French. 

feel strong
feel strong
thought strong
friend strong
not afraid

Cierra is spun around by her classmates in an acting exercise. 

Maya Angelou, whose
1978 poem “Still I Rise” was
the basis of the Kelly Miller
Middle School playwriting
workshop, is an author,
actress and teacher. 

Angelou, 79, also is a
leader in the movement to
get civil rights for all people.
She has received many
awards and praise for her
work, including being asked
to read one of her poems at
the inauguration of President
Bill Clinton in 1993 and
having a D.C. charter school
named for her.

Mark Her Words

BY DWIGHT CARTER — ASSOCIATED PRESS

Maya Angelou is the author of 12
books and 10 collections of poetry.
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SPEAK OUT
THIS WEEK’S TOPIC

‘Deathly Hallows’
It’s less than two months

(okay, it’s 53 days, but who’s
counting?) until the seventh
and final Harry Potter novel will
be available. Have you already
ordered your copy, or do you fig-
ure there’s plenty of time and
there will be plenty of books?
Go to www.kidspost.com and
tell us: 

K Have you ordered your copy of
“Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows”?

A. Yes. 
B. No, but I’m planning to.
C. No, and I don’t plan on

reading it.
D. Not sure.

Now write to us about what your plans
are for marking the publication of the
last HP. Are you having a party? Will
you go to a bookstore at midnight? Will
your family dress up in costumes? Send
your letters to KidsPost, The
Washington Post, 1150 15th St. NW,
Washington, D.C. 20071. Or e-mail us at
kidspost@washpost.com (with “Harry”
in the subject line). Or fax:
202-496-3780. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Popcorn 47.1%

Candy 24.2%

Nachos 13.3%

Soda 9.6%

Something else 5.8%

Last week’s survey
asked: What’s your
favorite movie treat?
More than 300
readers responded:SU
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S chool’s out for the day, but
these girls are still in.

Pairie Mallory, 12; Ebony
Sweeney, 13; Eronmwon

Oviasogie, 14; and about half a dozen
others are in place, in character,
ready to go.

These sixth-, seventh- and eighth-
graders are hard at work, practicing
for a performance they have written,
acted and directed, at Kelly Miller
Middle School in Northeast Washing-
ton. It’s long after most students
have left for the day. In fact, these
kids have chosen to stay until nearly
6:30.

The girls are in a program called
Project My Time, which started in
January at three Washington schools
— Kelly Miller, Charles Hart and Lin-
coln middle schools. Next fall, it will
be in two more schools, and within
five years Project My Time organ-
izers hope to have free after-school
programs in every middle school in
the District.

Project My Time provides kids
with a variety of activities, including
sports, African drumming, debate
and tutoring, which the students par-
ticipate in by their own choice. The
idea is to give kids experiences they
might not have otherwise. And the

project doesn’t stop when the school
year does: All three schools will have
summer programs, too.

There are a number of programs
underway at Kelly Miller. The play-
writing students are working under
the direction of staff from the Young
Playwrights’ Theater in Washington.
Several months ago the students read
a well-known poem by Maya Angelou
called “Still I Rise.” The poem is
about not getting beaten down by
people and situations, but being able
to stand up for yourself and what you
believe in.

The kids then used the poem as
the basis for their play — adding
their own language and movement.
“Each girl got a stanza to work on,”
explained Patrick Torres, program
manager at Young Playwrights’.
They supplemented it with
thoughts and scenes from their own
experience, and will perform it
Thursday for kids in other after-
school programs run by Project My
Time.

Pairie, a seventh-grader, thought
the poem was great because “no mat-
ter what people bring to you, or do to
you, you’re going to rise up.”

The process gives “you a lot of ex-
pression,” said Tananishia Moore,

13, a sixth-grader. “You feel strong.”
“It was fun, it was different — joy-

ful,” said Tanisha Tate, 13, an eighth-
grader. “I used words like what they
like to eat to express themselves —
what plates made them happy.”

Finding inspiration in Angelou’s
words, Tanisha wrote: 

feel strong
feel strong
thought strong
friend strong
not afraid
I am a red, pink, white, black,

grey or sweet potatoes, steak and
ummmmmmm ribs.

Ebony, an eighth-grader, is in front
of the group, directing her section of
the play. She arranges the girls in two
rows. 

You may shoot me with your
words,

You may cut me with your eyes,
The front row goes down on the

ground as they shout Maya Angelou’s
words.

You may kill me with your hate-
fulness,

But still, like air, I’ll rise.
The girls in the back row reach out

to help pull up the front row.
And they rise.

— Ellen Edwards

On 
The 
Rise Project My Time:

Middle-Schoolers
Have Fun Options

Eronmwon Oviasogie, right, and Naquaisha Bowen work on their moves at Kelly Miller Middle School.
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From left, Cierra Thomas, Tanisha Tate, teacher Kathleen Gonzales and Pairie Mallory practice performing a play they have created.

Pairie runs through the choreography for
the production of “Still I Rise.”

TODAY: Mostly
sunny.

HIGH LOW

88 63
TOMORROW:
Mostly sunny. 
High 86. Low 66.

ILLUSTRATION BY NANCY QIN, 9,
BETHESDA

WEATHER
TRIVIA

WHAT HAPPENED IN
CODELL, KANSAS, ON

MAY 20 OF 1916,
1917 AND 1918?

ANSWER: THE TOWN WAS
HIT BY A TORNADO.ISTOCKPHOTO


